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Note on methods of measuring the share of . 
imports in the home market. 

;' Although it is relatively easy to compare the levels of importation 
attained in the various countries* it would appear necessary to 
compare also the absorption capacity of the national markets in order to 
calculate, at least approximately, the share of the imports in the home 
consumption of each one of the countries under consideration. 

As regards fabrics and made-up articles the quantities produced and 
imported are as a general rule available, and weight is the usual unit of 
quantity employed. As regards these articles, it would, therefore, appear 
natural to make international comparisons on the basis of tonnage; although 
these comparisons take differences of quality into account only to a limited 
extent, they nevertheless allow the orders of magnitude to be determined. 

As regards clothing, the units of quantity used in the statistics vary 
(number, surface area, weight); moreover, the differences of quality may 
be very wide. In order to convert production and importation to a common 
unit, various methods may be considered: 

(i) The tonnage (or surface area or yardage) of the articles of 
apparel produced and imported may be calculated. Calculations of this 
kind have been made in the United States and in Canada; 

(ii) Comparisons may be restricted to the value of the imports per 
person; the secretariat of OEEC has produced figures of this nature; 

(iii) On the basis of national accounts which now exist in a number 
of countries, the volumes of household consumption of clothing can be 
compared; 

(iv) Finally, comparisons may be based on estimates of the Value of the 
articles of clothing producod in the various countries. 

The purpose of this Note is to provide a summary description of some of 
the methods which may be used to deal with these difficulties. In view of 
the .fact that certain information referring to i960 is not yet available, 
Tables III, IV and V give data for 1959. 

1. Comparisons based on the conversion of production and import data 
into tonnage or yardage 

(I) United States 

The method followed in order to. determine the "content in raw cotton" of 
articles imported into the United States is described briefly in "The Cotton 
Situation", Department of Agriculture, Washington, May i960. Calculations are 
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made first of all in order, to estimate the weight of the different categories 
of articles considered; these weights are then corrected in order to obtain 
an estimate of the weight of raw cotton necessary to produce these articles. 

The difficulties of calculation are mainly due to the fact that trade 
statistics frequently give the quantities of clothing in units other than 
weight (yardage, surface, number of units, etc.). Moreover, for certain 
groups of articles the value alone is recorded. When the weight is not 
known directly, it is estimated by means of conversion factors (when a unit 
of quantity other than weight is given in the statistics) or by means of a 
price index(when only the values are available). Table I gives the results 
of these calculations for 1959 and i960. 

This method does not allow of comparisons to be made between imports 
and domestic consumption for detailed categories of clothing, as the 
production data have not been systematically converted into their raw 
cotton equivalents. 

(ii) Canada 

A fairly similar method has been used in Canada with a view to 
estimating the length of the made-up articles and ready-made clothing 
imported. The secretariat has no information concerning the details of 
the calculations on which Table II is based. 

(iii) Other countries 

It does not appear that calculations for the purpose of measuring the 
quantities of cotton contained in the imported articles of apparel - or 
their surface .area - have been made systematically in other countries 
importing cotton articles. 

2. Comparisons based on the value of imports per person 

The calculation of the value of imports per caput of clothing is very 
simple (see Table III). Nevertheless, when interpreting figures of this 
kind, it must be borne in mind that the expenditure of households on textile 
articles depends to a large extent on their income. An illustration of this 
is given in Table IV which shows, for certain' countries, the total expenditure 

As in the case of the United States it does not appear that similar 
calculations have been made in order to measure the yardage contained in 
the various categories of articles of apparel produced in Canada. 
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of households in 1959 and the corresponding expenditure on clothing, for 
Italy, for example, the incomes^ per person are about four and a half times 
smaller than in the United States and the expenditure on clothing per person 
is also four and a half times smaller in Italy than in the United States. 

p. Comparisons based on the value of the consumption of clothing 

The indications given in the preceding paragraph show that the 
comparisons between countries would be improved if accurate figures were 
available both for the value of the consumption of clothing in the various 
countries under consideration and for the relative level of prices obtained 
in those countries. Figures of household expenditure for all clothing 
are available for a number of countries from periodically established 
national accounts. Moreover, thanks to the work carried out by the 
secretariat of the OEEC it is possible, as regards the United States and 
the Western European countries, to make fairly accurate comparisons with 
respect to the volume of clothing consumption. Comparisons of this kind 
are shown in Table V. 

It would obviously not be possible to use this method for establishing 
a precise measure of the consumption of specified articles of clothing, e.g. 
of cotton clothing; the method would nevertheless yield orders of magnitude 
sufficiently accurate for the purposes of the present conference. 

4. Comparisons based on the value of the production of articles of clothing 

It would not appear that current industrial statistics or even industrial 
censuses could be used as a basis for precise international comparisons of 
the total production of clothing. A considerable portion of these articles 
is usually manufactured in small establishments, the activities of which 
are not covered by these statistical enquiries. It would, therefore, 
appear that detailed comparisons can only be made if special enquiries are 
carried out in every country with a view to estimating the value of the 
production (industrial and artisanal) of the different categories of 
articles of clothing. 

The expression "clothing" is taken here in a wide sense; the 
expenditure shown in the Table includes, in particular, purchases of fabrics 
and footwear by households, 

p 
The figures in Table IV were obtained by converting the expenditure 

expressed in national currencies into dollars at the official rates of 
exchange. The comparisons thus obtained are generally fairly rough since 
they do not take into account the differences between countries of the 
price levels of the various classes of goods and services. 
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Table I/Tableau I 

Raw cotton equivalent of United Importations pour la consommation de 
States imports for consumption of tissus de coton, d'articles de confection 
cotton"fabrics,, made-up articles simple et d'articles d'habillement aux 
and wearing apparel, i^59 and Etats-Unis en 1959 et I960, exprimées en 

I960 termes d'équivalent de coton brut 

(thousand metric tons/milliers de tonnes métriques) 

Yarn, thread and cloth/Fils, filés et tissus 

Made-up articles/Confection simple 

Pile fabrics and manufactures/Velours, etc. 

Table damask and manufactures/Linge de table 

Bed clothes and towels/Draps et serviettes 

Wearing apparel/Habillement 

Gloves, hosiery and handkerchiefs/ 
Gants, bas et chaussettes, mouchoirs 

Other wearing apparel/Autres articles 

Grand total/Total général 

1959 
31.0 

6.8 

1.4 

2.2 

3.2 

33.9 

1.1 

32.8 

71.7 

1260 

65.8 

6.4 

0.8 

2.0 

3.6 

35.8 

1.1 

34.7 

108.0 

Source: "The Cotton Situation", United States Department of Agriculture, 
. Washington, March 1961/Mars 1961. 
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Table Il/Tableau II 

Apparent consumption'of cotton 
fabrics, made-up articles and 
clothing in Canada. I960 

Consommation apparente de tissus 
de coton, d'articles de confection 
simple et d'habillement en coton 

an Canada en I960 

Apparent consumption of fabrics/Consommation apparente 

de tissus 423 

Canadian shipments/Livraisons des entreprises canadiennes 229 

Imports/Importations 209 

Exports/Exportations -15 

Net imports of clothing and made-up articles/Importations 

nettes d'articles de confection simple et d'habillement 62 

Clothing/Habillement 33 

Made-up.articles/Confection simple 29 

Total apparent consumption of broadwoven fabrics/Consommation 
apparente totale de tissus de grande largeur 485 

Source; Document supplies by the Government of Canada/Document transmis 
par le gouvernement du Canada. 
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Table Ill/Tableau III 

Imports of wearing apparel from 
Hcng-Kong and Japan into selected 

countries, 1959 

Importations d' articles d'habillement 
de certains pays eh 1959 e n provenance 

de Hong-Kong et du Japon 

Belgium/Belgique 

Prance 

Germany/Allemagne 

Italy/Italie 

Total imports/Importations 

Hong-Kong Japan/ 
Japon 

0.3 

-

10.5 

-

Netherlands/Pays-Bas 0.4 

Sweden/Suède 

United Kingdom/ 
Royaume-Uni 

United States/ 
Etats-Uniâ 

Canada 

3.6 

28.5 

49.7 

5.4 

(million dollars)/ 
(millions de dollars) 

1.3 

-

2.3 

-

0.6 

l.l 

0.7 

101.8 

23.5 

totales 
Imports per caput/ 
Importations par 

Total/ p e r S O n n e 

ensemble 

1.6 

-

12.8 

-

1«° 

4.7 

29.2 

151.-5 

28.9 

(dollars per caput)/ 
(dollars par personne) 

0.17 

0.00 

0.25 

0.00 

0.09 

0.6? 

0.56 

.: .:0.„86 

1.66 

Source; OEEC Statistical Bulletins, Foreign Trade, Series C, 1959/ 
Bulletins statistiques de l'OECE, Commerce extérieur, Série C, 1959. 
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Table IV/Tableau IV 

Expenditures for clothing and 
total expenditures per caput, in 

selected countries,.1959 

Dépenses d'habillement et dépenses 
totales par personne dans divers 

pays en 1959 

Total expenditure/ ClothingVbepenses 
Dépenses totales d'habillement1 

(1) (2) 

dollars per caput/dol3.ars par personne 

Ratio/ (2) 
Rapport (l) 

percentages/ 
pourcentages 

Belgium-Luxemburg/ 
Belgique-Luxembourg 

France 

Italy/Italie 

Sweden/Suède 

United States/Etats-Unis 

Canada 

880 

750 

370 

900 

1,740 

1,500 

84 

88 

39 

117 

167 

120 

10 

12 

11 

13 

10 

9 

yarn. 

Including expenditure on footwear and household purchases of cloth and 

General •Note and Source: The data of this table were taken from OEEC 
Statistical Bulletins, General Statistics, January 1961, pp XI to XXVIII. Official 
exchange rates were used to convert national currencies into dollars; no account 
has thus been taken of differences in price levels as between the countries 
considered./ 

x compris les dépenses de chaussures ainsi.que les tissus et. les.fils 
achetés par les ménages. 

Note générale et source: Les données de ce tableau sont tirées des 
Bulletins statistiques de l'OECE, Statistiques générales, janvier 1961, pages XI 
à XXVIII. Les chiffres exprimés en monnaies nationales ont été convertis en dollars 
à l'aide des taux de change officiels; on n'a donc tenu aucun compte des disparités 
de prix qui existent entre les pays considérés. 
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Country 

Belgium 
France 
Germany 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Canada1 

Sources: 

(i) 
(11) 

(m) 

Per capita Consumption 

at at 
European United States 
prices prices 

f _, _____ 

70 72 
32 37 
29 32 
24 24 
41 45 

46 50 
100 ICO 
. . 

'See note on sources, paragraph ( 

in 1950 

average 

Population 
in 1950 

71 
35 
31 
24 
43 
. . 
48 

100 
. . 

v). 

5.7 
27.6 
31.6 
30.9 
6.7 

32.9 
100.0 

. . 

Total 
Consumption 

in 1950 

) 

4.0 
9.7 
9.8 
7.4 
2.9 

15.8 
100.0 

. . 
^Rounded f igures. 

Per capita consumption in 1950: "Comparative National Products and Price Levels 

Index of volume of total consumption 1959/1950: ( 

Total consumption in 1959 (value at United States 

Index of 
volume of 

total 
consumption 
1959/1950 

(1950-100) 

89 
144 
177 
128 
129 

117 
127 
.. 

Total Consumption in 1959 

Index 

(United States 
-100) 
2.8 

11.0 
13.6 
7.5 
3.0 
3.01 

14.6 
1CG.0 

7 . l l 

Value at 
United States 

prices 
f 

450 
1,780 
2,200 
1,220 

490 
4901 

2,370 
16,20) 
1.1501 

\ Milton Gilbert and Associates, CE=EC Paris 1958; 

3EEC Stat ist ical Bul let ins, General Stat is t ics, 

prices): the figure of 16,2GL mil l ion dollars 

January 1961, pages XI to XXVIII. 

Net 
exports 
in 1959 

l ion dollars 

• 10 
• 130 

-
100 

- 20 
- 40 
* 10 
-170 
- 70 

Production 
in 19592 

) 

450 
1,900 
2,200 
1,300 

470 
4501 

2,400 
16,000 
1.1001 

tables 24 and 25. 

for the United States has been estimated by deducting 

i 

U l 

i 

30 per cent (for trade margins) from the value of consumption of clothing by households as given in "Survey of Current Business", July 1960, table 15 
("clothing and accessories except footwear": 23,100 million dollars). For the other countries the indices shown in the column "Total consumption 
in 1959 (index)" were applied to the United States figure of 16,20b million dollars. 

(iv) Net exports in 1959: OEEC Statistical Bulletins, Foreign Trade, Series B 1959 (exports minus imports for the group 841). 

(v) Data for Sweden and Canada: these countries were not covered by the study mentioned in paragraph (i); their consumption of clothing articles at 
United States prices in 1959 has been estimated by applying official exchange rates to the values in national currencies as given in the Source 
mentioned In paragraph (ii). 


